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BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

MEETING OF THE LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 2019
AT 6.00 P.M.

PARKSIDE SUITE, PARKSIDE, MARKET STREET, BROMSGROVE, 
WORCESTERSHIRE, B61 8DA

MEMBERS: Councillors H. J. Jones, C.A. Hotham (3rd Member to be 
determined) 

RESERVE MEMBER H. Rone-Clarke

AGENDA

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE HEARING PROCEDURE (Pages 1 - 4)

1. Election of Chairman for the meeting 

2. To receive apologies for absence and notification of substitutes 

3. Declarations of Interest 

To invite Councillors to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other 
Disclosable Interests they may have in items on the agenda, and to confirm 
the nature of those interests.

4. Application for the grant of a Premises Licence in respect of The Old Post 
Office, 117 - 121 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B61 8AA (Pages 5 
- 42)

5. To consider any other business, details of which have been notified to the 
Head of Legal, Equalities and Democratic Services prior to the 
commencement of the meeting and which the Chairman, by reason of special 
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circumstances, considers to be of so urgent a nature that it cannot wait until 
the next meeting 

K. DICKS
Chief Executive 

Parkside
Market Street
BROMSGROVE
Worcestershire
B61 8DA

10th September 2019
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INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC

Access to Information 

The Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 widened the rights of 
press and public to attend Local Authority meetings and to see certain 
documents.  Recently the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has further 
broadened these rights, and limited exemptions under the 1985 Act.

 You can attend all Council, Cabinet and Committee/Board 
meetings, except for any part of the meeting when the business 
would disclose confidential or “exempt” information.

 You can inspect agenda and public reports at least five days before 
the date of the meeting.

 You can inspect minutes of the Council, Cabinet and its 
Committees/Boards for up to six years following a meeting.

 You can have access, upon request, to the background papers on 
which reports are based for a period of up to six years from the date 
of the meeting.  These are listed at the end of each report.

 An electronic register stating the names and addresses and 
electoral areas of all Councillors with details of the membership of 
all Committees etc. is available on our website.

 A reasonable number of copies of agendas and reports relating to 
items to be considered in public will be made available to the public 
attending meetings of the Council, Cabinet and its 
Committees/Boards.

 You have access to a list specifying those powers which the Council 
has delegated to its Officers indicating also the titles of the Officers 
concerned, as detailed in the Council’s Constitution, Scheme of 
Delegation.

You can access the following documents:

 Meeting Agendas
 Meeting Minutes
 The Council’s Constitution

at  www.bromsgrove.gov.uk

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/
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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE (Premises)

HEARING PROCEDURE

1. The Chairman will open the hearing and introduce Members of the 
Sub-Committee and officers present. 

2. The Chairman will ask parties to the proceedings to introduce 
themselves.

3. In the event the Applicant is not represented, the Chairman will 
remind the Applicant that he/she can be represented by a legal 
representative at his/her own expense.

4. The Technical Officer, Licensing, Worcestershire Regulatory 
Services will present the report.

5. The Chairman will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all 
parties to the proceedings to put any relevant questions to the 
Technical Officer.

6. The Chairman will invite the Applicant and/or his/her 
representative to present his/her case and call any witnesses.  
The Applicant will be allowed a maximum of 10 minutes to present 
the case.

7. The Chairman will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all 
parties to the proceedings to put any relevant questions to the 
Applicant and/or his/her representative.

8. The Chairman will invite the Responsible Authorities to present 
their representations. New representations must not be raised. 
The Responsible Authorities will be allowed a total of 10 minutes 
to present their case(s).  If two or more Responsible Authorities 
wish to address the Sub-Committee the 10 minutes will be divided 
between them.

9. The Chairman will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all 
parties to the proceedings to put any relevant questions to the 
Responsible Authorities.

10. All other Parties to the proceedings will be invited to present their 
representations or elect a spokesperson to speak on their behalf.  
New representations must not be raised.  A maximum of 10 
minutes will be allowed for the Parties to present their case(s).  If 
two or more Parties wish to address the Sub-Committee the 10 
minutes will be divided between them.
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11. The Chairman will invite Members of the Sub-Committee, the 
applicant / applicant’s representative and the Responsible 
Authorities to put any relevant questions to the other Parties

12. The other Parties will be invited to sum up.  A maximum of 5 
minutes will be allowed.

13. The Responsible Authorities will be invited to sum up.  A 
maximum of 5 minutes will be allowed.

14. The Applicant and/or his/her representative will be invited to sum 
up.  A maximum of 5 minutes will be allowed.

15. The Chairman will ask the Legal Advisor if there is any legal 
advice to be given. 

16. At the conclusion of the hearing Members of the Sub-Committee, 
the Legal Advisor and the Democratic Services Officer will 
withdraw from the meeting room so that the Sub-Committee can 
reach its decision in private

  17.  The Sub-Committee’s decision will be sent to the Applicant and 
those parties who made representations within 5 working days.
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Please Note:

1. Each application coming before the Licensing Sub-Committee will 
be treated on its own merits, and the Sub-Committee will take its 
decision based upon:

a) the promotion of the four licensing objectives, as given by the 
Licensing Act 2003, namely:
 the prevention of crime and disorder;
 public safety;
 the prevention of public nuisance; and
 the protection of children from harm;  
   

b) Bromsgrove District Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy;

c) guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003; 
and

d) the Licensing Act 2003.

2. The Chairman may require any person who in his/her opinion is 
behaving in a disruptive manner to leave the meeting, and may 
refuse to permit that person to return, or permit him/her to return 
only on such conditions as the Chairman may specify. However, 
such person may, before the end of the hearing, submit in writing 
any information which he/she would have been entitled to have 
given orally at the meeting had he/she not been required to leave.

3. Decisions may be taken in the absence of the Applicant or any 
other party.  All notices and representations received from absent 
parties will be considered.

4. Questioning must not be hostile or intended to unfairly undermine 
the position of any party.

5. Late evidence will only be considered with the agreement of all 
parties present.

6. The decision of the Sub-Committee will be sent to all parties 
within 5 working days.

7. An appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the Sub-Committee’s 
decision must be lodged within 21 days of the date on which all 
parties were notified in writing of the decision of the Licensing 
Sub-Committee.
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BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

19TH SEPTEMBER 2019

LICENSING ACT 2003

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE

THE OLD POST OFFICE, 117 – 121 HIGH STREET, BROMSGROVE

PUBLIC HEARING

Director: Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services

Contact Officer: Paul Morrish
Technical Officer (Licensing)
01905 822799
Paul.morrish@worcsregservices.gov.uk

Ward(s) affected: Sanders Park

Appendices: Appendix 1 – Application Form
Appendix 2 – Conditions agreed with West Merica 
Police
Appendix 3 – Representation from other parties

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT
1.1 To consider and determine an application for grant of a premises licence in 

respect of
The Old Post Office
117 - 121 High Street
Bromsgrove
Worcestershire
B61 8AA
A copy of the application and plan of the premises is attached at Appendix 1

2. BACKGROUND
2.1 On 2 August 2019 an application was received from Amber Taverns Ltd for 

grant of a premises licence in respect of
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The Old Post Office
117 - 121 High Street
Bromsgrove
Worcestershire
B61 8AA

2.2 The application contained all the requisite documentation including the fee 
and a plan of the premises.

2.3 It can be confirmed that the application has been advertised in accordance 
with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003 and associated regulations 
and that the application has also been served on all responsible authorities.

2.4 The applicant is applying for the following licensable activities:-

Activity Days From To Indoors/Outdoors

Exhibition of Films Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Indoors

Exhibition of Films Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Indoors

Performance of Live Music Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Indoors

Performance of Live Music Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Indoors

Playing of Recorded Music Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Both

Playing of Recorded Music Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Both

Performance of Dance Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Indoors

Performance of Dance Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Indoors

Entertainment of a similar 
description to live music, 
recorded music or performance 
of dance

Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Both

Entertainment of a similar 
description to live music, 
recorded music or performance 
of dance

Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Both

Late Night Refreshment Friday to Saturday 23:00 - 01:00 Both

Late Night Refreshment Sunday to Thursday 23:00 - 00:00 Both

Sale of Alcohol Friday to Saturday 09:00 - 01:00 Both

Sale of Alcohol Sunday to Thursday 09:00 - 00:00 Both

2.5 The designated premises supervisor identified in the application is Gary Eric 
Roberts.

3. REPRESENTATIONS

Responsible Authorities
3.1 The applicant has agreed conditions with the Police which will form part of 

the premises licence conditions should a premises licence be granted. A 
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copy of the correspondence between the Police and the applicant is 
attached as Appendix 2. 

3.2 Subject to the addition of the agreed conditions to any licence granted, the 
Police have confirmed they do not object to the application.

3.3 No further representations have been received from any of the other 
responsible authorities that were notified as part of the application process. 

Other Persons

3.4 A representation has been received from the chair of  Bromsgrove Pub 
Watch, on behalf of the Bromsgrove Pub Watch Committee. Concerns are 
raised relating to public nuisance and the prevention of crime and disorder. A 
copy of the representation is attached as Appendix 3.

4. LOCAL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS
4.1 The Sub-Committee should have regard to the Council’s Statement of 

Licensing Policy under the Licensing Act 2003.  
4.2 The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy is available to download from 

the Council’s website or to request a hard copy, contact Worcestershire 
Regulatory Services on 01905 822799 or email 
wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk 

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
5.1 The Sub-Committee is obliged to determine this application with a view to 

the promotion of the licensing objectives which are:
• the prevention of crime and disorder;
• public safety;
• the prevention of public nuisance;
• the protection of children from harm.

5.2 In making its decision, the Sub-Committee is also obliged to have regard to 
the guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s own Statement of Licensing Policy.

5.3 The Sub-Committee must also have regard to the representations made and 
the evidence it hears.

5.4 The Sub-Committee must take such of the following steps as it considers 
appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives:
(a) Grant the application as requested
(b) Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding 

to them.
(c) Reject the application in whole or in part.
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5.5 The Sub-Committee is asked to note that it may not modify the conditions or 
reject the whole or part of the application merely because it considers it 
desirable to do so. It must actually be appropriate in order to promote the 
licensing objectives.

5.6 All parties to the hearing will be notified of the Sub-Committee’s decision in 
writing within five working days of the conclusion of the hearing.

5.7 Any party aggrieved by a decision taken by the Sub-Committee may appeal 
against the decision to a Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of being notified 
of the decision in writing.

5.8 The hearing should be conducted in accordance with the agreed procedure.

6. FOR DECISION
6.1 The Sub-Committee must consider and determine the application.

Page 8

Agenda Item 4



Page 9

Agenda Item 4



Page 10

Agenda Item 4



Page 11

Agenda Item 4



Page 12

Agenda Item 4



Page 13

Agenda Item 4



Page 14

Agenda Item 4



Page 15

Agenda Item 4



Page 16

Agenda Item 4



Page 17

Agenda Item 4



Page 18

Agenda Item 4



Page 19

Agenda Item 4



Page 20

Agenda Item 4



Page 21

Agenda Item 4



Page 22

Agenda Item 4



Page 23

Agenda Item 4



Page 24

Agenda Item 4



Page 25

Agenda Item 4



Page 26

Agenda Item 4



Page 27

Agenda Item 4



Page 28

Agenda Item 4



Page 29

Agenda Item 4



Page 30

Agenda Item 4



Page 31

Agenda Item 4



Page 32

Agenda Item 4



Page 33

Agenda Item 4



Page 34

Agenda Item 4



Copyright. This drawing and design and all the information contained therein is the sole copyright of Innex Design Limited, and reproduction in any form is

forbidden unless permission is obtained in writing. Warning. No dimensions to be scaled from this drawing. All contractors must visit site and be responsible for

taking and checking all dimensions relative to this work. The designer must be advised of any discrepancies in writing. This drawing must be read in conjunction

with the specifications/bill of quantities and related drawings. Any structural work must be carried out to exact specification and requirements of the client's

appointed structural engineer and any amendments must have his express prior written authority. All structural work must be inspected at all relevant stages by

the structural engineer and by the Appointed Building Surveyor, and comply with their requirements. Any cost and claims for damages, loss of trade, etc.,

incurred by failing to do so are the sole liability of the contractor.

M 1:100
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AMBER TAVERNS

THE OLD POST OFFICE

117 - 121 HIGH STREET

BROMSGROVE

B61 8AA

A1 @1:100
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THE OLD POST OFFICE

117-121 HIGH STREET

BROMSGROVE

B61 8AA
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From: Diana Freeman 

Sent: 10 August 2019 09:06

To: Field,Richard 

Subject: RE: The Old Post Office, Bromsgrove 

Hi Richard

All is perfectly sensible. Amber Taverns are happy for you to add this to the conditions on the 
premises licence

Diana

From: Field,Richard 

Sent: 09 August 2019 10:52

To: Diana Freeman

Subject: The Old Post Office, Bromsgrove 

Hi Diana,

As discussed, we have had significant increase in crime and disorder within Bromsgrove and this has 
resulted in several people suffering serious injuries. As such we are keen to work with current and 
new licensed premises to prevent as much crime and disorder as we can. I can offer you some 
services to help the business as I have a Home Office registered crime prevention officer who can 
look at security measures for the public house which may include CCTV locations, door / window 
security and anything else you think would be relevant to the public house. If this is something you 
would be keen to use please contact me prior to install of the equipment and we can have a site 
visit. 

Lastly, having reviewed the application submitted the Police as a responsible authority would be 
keen to see the introduction of the following conditions below which we believe would promote the 
licensing objectives. Having spoken to you on the phone these seem to be reasonable and  
achievable. If you are in agreement could you include these in the application as part of a re-
submission?

The proposed condition the police would like added are below.

The Prevention of Crime & Disorder 

The premises licence holder must ensure that :

CCTV

•         CCTV cameras are located within the premises to cover all public areas including all entrances 
and exits
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•         The system records clear images permitting the identification of individuals.

•         The CCTV system is able to capture a minimum of 4 frames per second and all recorded 
footage must be securely retained for a minimum of 28 days.

•         The CCTV system operates at all times while the premises are open for licensable activities. All 
equipment must have a constant and accurate time and date generation.

•         The CCTV system is fitted with security functions to prevent recordings being tampered with, 
i.e. password protected.

•         There are members of trained staff at the premises during operating hours able to provide 
viewable copies on request to police or authorised local authority officers as soon as is reasonably 
practicable in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and GDPR regulations.

DPS

If the DPS is not available a list of fully authorised and trained duty managers and/or trained staff 
will be made available to the police and Local Authority officers and they will be present during the 
hours of trading.

Security Staff

Door supervisors will be deployed under a risk assessment, should such be deployed they shall be 
SIA registered, a record shall be kept showing their names SIA badge number and expiry date, and 
the date and time that they were employed. The door company details the company trading name 
and business address will also be recorded. Further to this a minimum of two SIA trained security 
staff must be present during the hours of 19:00-closing on Friday & Saturday nights and any Bank 
Holiday defined by Gov.uk.  

Public Safety 

Incident Book

An incident book will record any indicant of crime, disorder, first aid incidents or when medical 
treatment was required. This will be made available if requested by the police, local authority or 
authorised personal. 

The Prevention of Public Nuisance

The Windows and doors of the premises are to remain closed during regulated entertainment after 
22:00 hours apart from the front door which will  aid security staff with the prevention of crime and 
disorder. 
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Best Wishes,

Rich 

PS 2458 Richard Field

Sergeant, Harm Hub, North Worcestershire

Kidderminster Police Station

Habberley Road

Kidderminster

DY11 6AN
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APPENDIX 3 – REPRESENTATION FROM OTHER PARTIES

From: Bromsgrove Pubwatch 

Sent: 29 August 2019 18:05

To: WRS Enquiries

Subject: REPRESENTATION FOR LICENSING APPLICATION REF. 19/04727/PREMLI

To whom it may concern,

As the committee of Bromsgrove Pubwatch, we would like to offer our representations regarding 
the application for Amber Taverns to turn the old Post Office site in Bromsgrove High Street (117-
121 High Street B61 8AA) into a public house.

• We understand the business strategy of Amber Taverns is to sell high volumes of wet stock 
at a lower/reduced price than local existing public houses, in conjunction with the viewing of various 
sporting events. This strategy implies sales of alcohol for up to 15 hours per day, 7 days per week, 
without selling any food to its customers. This could potentially lead to an increased amount of 
drunken anti-social behaviour. 

• Bromsgrove is an up and coming town, with a Night Time Economy that is improving. The 
fear of a venue opening in the high street that sells alcohol for 15 hours a day and a low price, could 
encourage binge drinking and attract the ‘wrong’ type of people to our town. 

• Bromsgrove Town Centre is already experiencing a few issues regarding anti-social 
behaviour within the Night Time Economy. We as pubwatch members, are working with a range of 
multi-agencies to address and hopefully resolve these issues. However, the addition of a new 
licensed premises in the town centre, which potentially could encourage binge drinking, will add to 
the already existing issues within the town. This will then stretch the towns resources further, with 
police having to manage potential incidents at both ends of the high street. This cumulative impact 
on the town centre could discourage people from visiting our town further. 

• The proposed closing times of Amber Taverns is midnight Monday-Thursday & 1am 
Friday/Saturday. This is in line with closing times of some other existing licensed venues, which could 
result in dispersal issues. It could lead to an increased amount of people moving towards the later 
night venues along Worcester Road, either providing them with an increased amount of customers 
attempting to gain entry all at once (providing queues and overcrowding issues) or being refused 
entry into these later night venues and then have the issue of people hanging around on Worcester 
Road with no-one to disperse them.

• The application for Amber Taverns indicates they will use SIA door supervisors based on a 
risk assessment ‘as and when needs’ basis. There is not an indication that door supervisors will be 
used all of the time, or even during peek trading times. This highlights a potential issue with licensing 
objective ‘prevention of crime & disorder’. 
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• Amber Taverns are known to show live sporting events on television, particularly football. 
Football is known for its rival tensions between different supporting teams, this combined with low 
drinks prices could cause many issues regarding anti-social behaviour, potential fights, with 
potentially no door supervisors to police the venue. With these customers hopefully being asked to 
leave the premises, they then become an issue on the high street and for other venues. This 
highlights potential issues with licensing objectives ‘prevention of crime & disorder’ & ‘prevention of 
public nuisance’.

Kind Regards

Chair Bromsgrove Pubwatch

(on behalf of Bromsgrove Pubwatch Committee)

please note we ask for strictest confidence in this email and that names of individuals/venues are 
not shared to third parties.
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